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Claims 1, 3, 5-9, 17, 23 and 25 are rejected under 35 
U-S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Weikl et al. (4, 573, 966). Weikl 
et al., in figures 3 and 4, disclose catheter body 1, 17 having 
a guidewire lumen (lumen 11 shown in figure 1 which is 
inherently capable of receiving a guidewire) and axial slit 
(within raised portion 17) and first balloon structure 
comprising balloon 5 and a passage (within slider 14) and 
inflation tube 16 receivable in the axial slit (col. 4, lines 
38-54) . Inflation tube 16 is inherently removable from the 
axial slit since the slit is open at 1 the top as seen in figure 
4. Alternatively, it would have been obvious that inflation 
tube 16 is removable from the axial slit since the slit is open 
at the top. As to claim 7, the catheter body may be considered 
to include tubular members 1 and 11 which are coupled to one 
another. As to claim 17, Weikl et al. disclose second balloon 
structure 4 having a passage which is slidably receivable over 
catheter body 1 (during assembly of the parts) . As to claim 23, 
Weikl et al. disclose inner sleeve 14. 

Claims 4, 12, 16, 18, 22 and 24 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Weikl et al. 
(4, 573, 966). As to claims 4, 12, 22 and 24, Weikl et al. fail 
to disclose the specific dimensions claimed. However, it would 
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have been obvious to dimension the Weikl et al. catheter as 
claimed so that it could fit within a blood vessel and reach the 
target site. As to claim 18, Weikl et al. fail to disclose an 
expandable vascular prosthesis on the second balloon 4. 
However, it is old and well known to include an expandable 
vascular prosthesis (e.g. a stent) on a balloon in order to 
obtain the advantage of dilating an obstruction in a blood 
vessel and preventing its recoil. It would have been obvious to 
include an expandable vascular prosthesis on balloon 4 of Weikl 
et al. so that it could dilate the obstruction 7 if it is not 
dissolved sufficiently as described in col.; 4, lines 11-18. 

Claims 15 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Weikl et al. (4, 573, 966) in view of 
Schiffer (5, 195, 978). As to claim 19, Weikl et al. fail to 
disclose the catheter body 1 being axially slit over at least a 
portion of the guidewire lumen. However, Schiffer teaches that 
a balloon catheter should being axially slit over at least a 
portion of a guidewire lumen (where tear strip 32 has been 
removed) in order to obtain the advantage of permitting easy 
removal of a guidewire therein (col. 3, lines 53-58 and col. 6, 
lines 43-47) . It would have been obvious to make catheter body 
1 of Weikl et al. axially slit over at least a portion of a 
guidewire lumen so that it too has this advantage. As to claim 
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15, Weikl et al. fail to disclose the catheter body 1 being free 

from structure which would interfere with passage of the balloon 

structure 5 over the proximal end of the catheter body 1 (noting 

that Weikl et al. is silent on this point since the proximal end 

of the catheter body 1 is not shown in the drawings) . However, 

Schiffer teaches that hub 16 on the proximal end of a balloon 

catheter should be removable in order to obtain the advantage of 

exposing pull tab 38 for tear strip 32 (col. 6, line 63 to col. 

7, line 1) . Assuming arguendo that a hub or similar member is 

on the proximal end of catheter body 1 Weikl et al., it would 

t 

have been obvious to make the hub removable J so that it too would 
have this advantage. With this modification, the Weikl et al. 
catheter body 1 would be free from structure which would 
interfere with passage of the balloon structure 5 over the 
proximal end of the catheter body 1 (when the hub is removed) . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
Thaler whose telephone number is (571)272-4704. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Anhtuan T. Nguyen can 
be reached on (571)272-4963. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
(571)273-8300. 
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